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ANNUAL  REFORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres),  1204-027. 

Population  (Census  1921),  6,800. 

Population  (estimated  1925),  9,200. 

The  District  is  mainly  Agricultural,  with  the  exception  of 
the  portion  occupied  by  the  Newbiggin  Coal  Mine. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921),  1,287. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921),  2,243. 
Rateable  Value,  £30,407. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £136. 


Social  Conditions, 

There  are  a  few  private  families,  but  the  majority  of  the 
population  is  mining,  with  a  small  proportion  of  fishermen. 


Vila!  Statistics. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Births  (Legitimate)  .  201  99  93 

,,  (Illegitimate)  . .  4  5 

Birth  Rate,  21-84 

Deaths .  69  40  29 

Death  Rate,  7-5. 

Deaths  of  Women  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  ...  0 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

Legitimate  15 

Illegitimate  0 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births,  74-62. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  1 

The  amount  of  Poor  Relief  is  very  small,  but  the  Hospitals 
in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  are  used  extensively  for  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases. 


In  1924  there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  when  there 
were  43  cases,  followed  in  1925  by  another  slight  outbreak  of  nine 
cases. 

There  have  been  slight  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles 
in  each  of  the  years. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area, 

Hospitals  provided  or  substituted  by  the  Local  Authority — 
None. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Home'ess  Children  in  the  Area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases,,  None. 

(b)  For  Non-mfectious  Cases,  Colliery  Ambulance. 

Clinics  and  Treatment.  Centres. 

There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  held  in  the 
Primitive  Methodist  School  every  Monday,  provided  by  the  County 
Authorities.  Average  attendance,  45. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Ashington,  provided  by  the 
County. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  Local  Authority. 

One  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (whole  time)  ;  one 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

Professional  nursing  in  the  Home= 

(a)  General. 

This  work  is  done  by  the  Newbiggin,  Woodhorn  and  North 
Seaton  Nursing  Association,  and  by  the  Newbiggin  Colliery 
Nursing  Association,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions, 
and  each  employing  one  Nurse  for  General,  Accident,  and 
Maternity  Cases. 

(b)  No  Nursing  of  Infectious  Cases  is  undertaken. 

1$  id  wives* 

No  Midwife  employed  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Colliery 
Nurse  acts  as  Midwife  under  the  County  Council. 

Chemical  Work. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  Pathological  and 
Bacteriological  Examinations  arc  made  at  the  Laboratories  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Medicine  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Anti-toxin  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  is  provided  by  the  Council. 
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Housing, 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total . 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ...  66 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  general  housing  conditions  are  fairly  good.  There  is 
still  a  great  shortage  of  suitable  houses  for  the  working  classes. 
The  Council  have  built  196  houses,  and  the  private  builders  103, 
during  the  last  five  years.  There  are  still  cases  of  overcrowding, 
one  or  more  families  living  in  one  house  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  houses. 

The  Council  have  relieved  several  of  the  worst  cases  when 
selecting  tenants  for  Council  houses. 

The  general  standard  of  houses  within  the  area  is  fairly  good, 
the  greater  portion  being  brickbuilt,  the  general  defects  being 
dampness  in  the  older  stone-built  houses. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  housing  accommodation,  there  has  sprung 
up  in  several  parts  of  the  district  Wooden  Bungalows,  some  being 
of  a  very  inferior  class,  with  little  or  no  sanitary  conveniences. 
These  should  be  closed  as  soon  as  suitable  houses  are  available. 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  close  unfit  houses  owing  to  the 
lack  of  accommodation. 

Byelaws, 

New  Byelaws  for  Houses  were  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  £lst  day  of  December,  1925.  There  are  no  Byelaws 
relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c. 

Milk  Supply, 

There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  milk,  the  greater  quantity 
coming  from  outside  the  district. 

No  cases  of  tuberculous  cattle  have  been  reported. 

No  licences  have  been  granted  for  pasteurised  or  graded  milk. 


Meat 


The  Slaughter-houses  are  visited  weekly,  and  meat  inspected. 
During  the  year  one  carcase  was  condemned  and  destroyed. 
There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 


In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 


Registered  ...  Nil. 
Licensed .  5 


Nil. 

4 


4 


4 


Total  ...  5 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

NEWBIGGIN  -  BY  -  THE  -  SEA 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1907, 


By  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the  19th  day 
of  August,  1909,  the  following  Parts  and  Sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  were  to  be  in  force  within 
the  district  as  and  from  the  11th  day  of  October,  1909,  but  subject 
as  to  the  Sections  specified  in  the  Schedule  thereto  to  the  conditions 
set  forth  in  such  Schedule. 


THE  PARTS  AND  SECTIONS  REFERRED  TO. 


Part  II.,  which  relates  to  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  50  and  51 
comprised  in  Part  3,  which  is  composed  of  sanitary  provisions. 

Sections  52  to  66  (both  inclusive)  and  68  comprised  in  Part 
IV.,  which  relates  to  Infectious  Diseases. 

Part  V.,  relating  to  common  Lodging-houses. 

Part  VI.,  relating  to  Recreation  Grounds. 

Part  X.,  relating  to  Bathing  Places,  provision  of  Life-saving 
appliances  and  power  to  licence  pleasure  boats  and  extending  and 
amending  Sections  175  and  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
as  to  the  purchase  of  lands  for  public  purposes  and  the  appro¬ 
priation  and  use  thereof. 

THE  SCHEDULE  ABOVE  REFERRED  TO. 


Parts  and  Sections.  Conditions  and  Adaptations. 

Part  II.  The  power '  of  making  or  enforcing  Byelaws 

Sec.  25.  under  Section  157  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
as  extended  by  Section  23  of  the  Public  Heath 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  with  respecc  to  the 
paving  of  yards  and  open  spaces  in  connection 
with  dwelling-houses  shall  cease  to  be  exercisable. 

Part  II.  u  (7)  Nothing  in  this  Section  shall  apply 

Sec.  27.  11  to  any  temporary  building  erected  or  set  up  for 

“  use  by  the  Territorial  Force.” 


Part  III.  11  This  Section  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 

Sec.  35.  “  deposit  of  material,  shall  have  effect,  subject  to 

“  the  first  proviso  to  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health 
“  Act,  1875.” 

c<  Byelaws  made  in  pursuance  of  Section  16  of  the 
“  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  for  the  prevention 
u  and  suppression  of  nuisances  shall  not  in  relation 
“  to  any  subject  matter  of  this  Section  be  of  any 
(C  force  or  effect  within  the  district,” 
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Part  III.  “  Nothing  in  this  Section  shall  prejudicially 

Sec.  38.  u  affect  any  power  or  right  exercisable  by  or 
“  attaching  to  an  owner  or  occupier  of  premises 
“  by  virtue  of  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
“  1875,  or  of  Section  18  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
“  Amendment  Act,  1890.” 

Part  IV.  “  (6)  Nothing  in  this  Section  shall  apply  to 

Sec.  59.  “a  public  or  circulating  library  which  is  not  within 
the  district.” 


Part  V.  ”  (3)  The  date  of  the  Order  of  the  Local 

Sec.  75.  “  Government  Board  by  which  this  part  is  declared 

to  be  in  force  shall  be  the  beginning  of  the  period 
within  which  the  Local  Authority  shall  give  notice 
“  for  the  purposes  of  Sub.  Sec.  (1)  of  this  Section.” 

By  an  Order  of  the  Home  Secretary  dated  the  8th  February, 
1910,  the  following  Sections  were  declared  to  be  in  force  within 
the  district  : 


Sections  79,  81  and  82. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  whole  of  the  Area  is  now  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Tynemouth  Corporation  Water  Main.  There  is  a  good  and 
constant  service,  each  house  having  a  separate  supply,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  common  yards  that  have  a  tap  each.  The 
water  mains  have  been  extended  within  the  district  to  supply  all 
new  houses  built,  also  the  Colliery  Company’s  houses,  and 
Bungalows  on  the  Woodhorn  Allotments. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  two  small  streams  in  the  District,  and  both  are  free 
from  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage^ 

All  Sewerage  is  drained  into  the  sea  at  low  water  mark,  and 
this  system  is  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  During  the  year 
the  sewer  to  Downie’s  Buildings  has  been  re-laid. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Privies,  391. 

Number  of  w.c.’s:  734  outside,  333  inside. 

Number  of  e.c.’s:  153. 

During  the  past  five  years  66  Privies  have  been  converted  to 
w.c.’s;  92  outside  and  206  inside  w.c.’s  have  been  provided;  116 
Earth  Closets. 
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Scavenging. 

The  Scavenging  is  done  by  Contract,  fortnightly,  with  the 
exception  of  sanitary  dustbins,  which  are  cleaned  twice  weekly. 
The  refuse  is  deposited  in  land  tips.  On  the  whole  the  scavenging 
has  been  satisfactory.  - - - 

Number  of  Ashpits  converted  to  removable  ashbins,  21. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Periodical  and  regular  monthly  inspections  of  the  district  arc 
made. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT:  Year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED 


District  : 

Newbiggin=by=the=Sea. 

Inspector  :  R.  APPLEBY. 

Year  1925. 

After 

Letter 

or 

Interview 

After 

Informal 

Notice. 

After 

Statutory 

Notice 

Total. 

t/J 

<u 

u 

Privies  abolished 

21 

21 

e 

<u 

"5 

Privies  repaired 

Nil 

Nil 

<u 

> 

c 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

20 

1 

21 

C-> 

Privy  Ashpits  Roofed  or  Repaired 

Nil 

Nil 

L* 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

Nil 

Nil 

rS 

Water  Closets  provided 

21 

21 

Water  Closets  repaired 

5 

5 

Sanitary  Bins  provided... 

30 

30 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed  ... 

10 

10 

New  Drains  constructed 

25 

25 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

10 

10 

. 

Additional  Gullies  provided 

Nil 

TUB 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

10 

10 

tea 

C* 

Ui 

Scullery  Sinks  provided 

Nil 

Q 

Scullery  Waste-pipes  repaired 

Nil 

Scullery  Waste-pipes  trapped 

Nil 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed... 

Nil 

<u  — 

«£ 
£  3 

C/5 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued— Nil.  No.  of  houses  affected — Nil. 

New  service  provided — 74  No.  of  houses  affected — 74 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  : 

(1)  Cases  Detected — Nil.  Particulars — Nil. 

(2)  Remedied — Nil.  Do.  do. 

(3)  S.D.  Works  provided — Nil.  Do.  do. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Inspector:  R.  APPLEBY. 
Year  1925. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

1. 

Beef  (home-killed).  Stones. 

50  stones. 

2. 

Beef  (imported).  ,, 

Nil 

3. 

Mutton  (home-killed):  ,, 

4. 

Mutton  (imported).  ,, 

5. 

Pork.  „ 

6. 

Game.  Lbs. 

7. 

Poultry. 

8. 

Fish.  ,, 

9. 

Fruit.  ,, 

10. 

Canned  Goods.  Tins  or  ^ases. 

11. 

Bacon.  Lbs. 

« 

— 

— 

Z 

z 

z 

12. 

Cheese.  ,, 

13. 

Butter.  „ 

14. 

Lard.  ,, 

15. 

Other  Foods. 

REMARKS  (with  result  of  any  consequent  legal  proceedings)  :  NIL. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


No. 

Samples  taken. 

Analysis. 

Remarks  as  to  action  taken  and  result. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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District :  Newbiggin-by=the=Sea  Urban  Council. 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 


(Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  V.) 


Inspector:  R.  APPLEBY. 

Total 

SUB- DISTRICTS, 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ... 

2  Number  considered  “  unfit  for  habitation  ” 

3  Complaints  as  to  /  (a)  Householders 

4  ‘‘unfitness”  by  (  (ft)  Parish  Councils  ... 

120 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

t 

5  pi  .  f  No.  of  “  Representations  to  L.A.” 

6  )  No.  of  Orders  made... 

7  rt  erS  |  No.  determined  after  repair 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8  'No.  of  (a)  After  “  Informal  Notice  ”... 

9  houses  (b)  ,,  Notice  under  Sec.  28 

10  made  fit  for  |  (c)  ,,  Closing  Order  made 

11  habitation  1  ( d )  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owner 

1 

Nd 

Nil 

Nil 

< 

12  No,  of  |  ( a )  After  notice  under  Sec.  28 

houses  closed 

13  voluntarily.  (  (b)  Without  “  Notice” 

Nil 

14  No.  of  1  (a)  Under  “Demolition  Orders” 

houses  < 

15  demolished  '  (b)  Voluntarily  by  owners 

Nil 

- 

General  character  of  defects:  Nil 
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Schools. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  Water  Supply  of  all  the 
Schools  is  satisfactory. 

Children  are  excluded  from  School  for  Infectious  Diseases 
under  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  Memorandum  on  Closure  of  and 
Exclusion  from  School,  1925. 

Bake-Houses. 

The  two  Bake-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found 
to  be  kept  clean. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1925. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

9 

9 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

One 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Pneumonia  ... 

Other  Diseases 

Erysipelas  ... 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  in  the  area  during  1925. 


Age  Periods. 

New 

^ases. 

Deaths. 

Pu  1  monary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  |  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

3 

1 

I 

3  1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

5 

] 

10 

15 

20 

2 

25 

1 

35 

1 

1 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards. 

Totals  . 

4 

2 

4  1 

5  :  2 

At  the  present  time,  as  in  the  past,  the  outstanding  needs  of 
the  district  are  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  public  Slaughter¬ 
house,  and  more  Houses  for  the  working  class. 


II.  HART  -  JACKSON, 

M.R.C.S.,  Eng.  ;  L.R.C.P.,  Lon.,  M.O.IT. 
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